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THE GRASS WITHERS, THE FLOWER FADES, BUT 
THE WORD OF OUR GOD WILL STAND FOREVER. 

                                                                             ISAIAH 40:8 
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Preparing for Our Not-So-Normal Schedule 
 

Where did the summer go?  During the past few days, I have attended a number of meetings where 
weôve been planning for the start of our ñnormal fall schedule.ò  Actually, there is very little that 
will be ñnormalò this fall.  Here are some of the highlights we are planning: 

Worship Schedule: On September 10, we return to two worship services on Sundaysð8 
AM (spoken liturgy) and 10:30 AM (with our choir).   

Sunday School: Also on September 10 we will be starting up our Sunday Church School.  
We will begin with a blessing of the backpacks (and a blessing of our Sunday School vol-
unteers, as well).  Jennifer Baldoni (Natalee Kate and Cheyenneôs mom) will be our new 
Sunday School coordinator.  Thanks, Jennifer! (And thanks to Cathy Evans for her many 
years of service as Sunday School coordinator!) 

Confirmation: October 1 is ñConfirmation Sunday.ò  So, to make sure our five confirmands 
are ready for that important day, we will hold our last 3 classes on Wednesdays, Sept. 13, 
20 and 27 at the ñnormalò time of 6PM. 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation:  October 31, 1517 is celebrated as the official start 
of the Protestant Reformation.  It is the day that Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on the 
Castle Church door in Wittenberg.   

Adult Forum: To celebrate this important milestone, we will hold three Adult Fo-
rums between the two Sunday services, from 9 to 10, on October 8, 15 and 22.  At 
that time we will show excerpts from the PBS documentary ñMartin Lutherò that 
came out in 2002 and offer time for some Q&A.   

Reformation Sunday: Sunday, October 29 is Reformation Sunday.  To celebrate 
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation as a congregation, we will combine our 
two services into one, at 9:30AM.  There will be something for everyone to make 
this celebration as meaningful as possible. 

Greater Hartford Conference: At 1PM, there will be a Lutheran/Roman Catholic 
Reformation Celebration at Concordia Lutheran Church, 40 Pitkin St., Manchester.  
The Reformation changed everything for the Church, even our sisters and brothers 
in the Roman Catholic Church.  Letôs celebrate together! 

Stewardship Sunday (Pledge Sunday) and our annual Budget Meeting:  

On October 8, during both our services, we will have the opportunity to make a formal 
commitment of our ñtreasureò to support Christôs work at St. Paulôs for 2018.  In 
the past, we have called this Pledge Sunday or Stewardship Sunday.  And it may 
seem a bit early in the year for this.  It is based on our response, however, that we 
will be creating our budget for 2018.   

Then, on Sunday, November 12, we will be combining our two services into one at 
9:30AM.  Following this service will be a congregational meeting for the pur-
pose of adopting our financial budget for 2018.    
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Christmas Pageant:  Itôs still some time off, but our annual Christmas Pageant will take place 
on Sunday, December 17 at 10:30 AM.  (There is no 8:00 AM service on the 17th.)   

Christmas Caroling:  The date is yet to be finalized, but that, too, will be happening in 
December. 

Christmas Eve: December 24 is a Sunday this year.  We will celebrate the 4th Sunday in 
Advent at 9:30 AM, and then return in the evening for two (2) celebrations of Jesusô birth: 
at 5 PM and 9 PM.   

December 31:  The last day of 2017 is also a Sunday.  We will say goodbye to 2017 with 
one service at 9:30 AM. 

 

And thatôs just whatôs happening in 2017!  Next year (2018) we will have so much more to cele-
brate (and so many ways to serve Christ).  Hereôs just a quick hint: 

Annual Meeting: Our 75th annual meeting will take place on Sunday, January 21, 2018 im-
mediately following our a special combined 9:30 AM worship service. (January 28 will be 
a ñsnow date.ò) 

Lent 2018: Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, on February 14.  This year we will be offer-
ing a brand-new 5-week Lenten program that we hope will really help us all get ready for 
Easter.   

75th Anniversary Celebration:  St. Paulôs was formally organized on March 21, 1943 with 
the adoption of its constitution.  We will be celebrating the 75th Anniversary of St. Paulôs 
during the first weekend in June.  So, while more details will be forthcoming, mark your 
calendars now. 

National Youth Gathering 2018: This year we have three (3) teens attending the ELCA 
National Youth Gathering to take place from June 27 to July 1 in Houston, Texas.  Be-
tween now and then, lots of fundraising and preparing will be taking place.  Stay tuned. 

Pastor Hughôs Sabbatical:  The ELCA has a policy that a pastor be granted a 3-month sab-
batical after every 4 years of service.  The last time I took a sabbatical was in 2012, and the 
time before that was in 2005.  The purpose of this sabbatical will be to complete the writ-
ing of my Doctor of Ministry project (and have some time for personal renewal).  The pro-
posed time-frame is during the months of July, August and September.    

 

Itôs clear from this quick glance at the next 12 months that Godôs love will be very active in and 
through us all.  Hereôs to a return to our ñnot-so-normalò schedule.  As a former pastor of mine 
often said, ñHold on tight to Jesus and let your feet dangle where they may.ò  What an exciting 
journey we are going to have together . . . in Christ.           

 

 

           Pastor Hugh 
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SEPTEMBER ALTAR FLOWERS AND ETERNAL CANDLE  

 

SEPTEMBER 3RD: Given to the Glory of God and in celebration of         

Autumnõs16th birthday and Haydenõs 3rd birthday by the DeBlois family 

 

SEPTEMBER 10TH: Given to the Glory of God and in celebration of LiLahõs 

birthday by the Mourad family  

 

SEPTEMBER 17TH: Available for Donation  

 

SEPTEMBER 24TH: Given to the Glory of God and in memory of Ray 

Noeker by Bernice Noeker  

 

SEPTEMBER ETERNAL CANDLE:  Given to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Rev. William and Helen Ruppar      

SEPTEMBER GOSPEL READINGS  

SEPTEMBER 3RD  

 Matthew 16: 21 -28  

SEPTEMBER 10TH:  

 Matthew 18: 15 -20  

SEPTEMBER 17TH:  

 Matthew 18: 21 -35    

SEPTEMBER 24TH:   

 Matthew 20: 1 -16  

 

A Quick Reminder:   

Please remember to be quiet during the prelude and postlude so those gathered in church can pre-
pare for and reflect on worship and also to appreciate all the work and preparation that Missy 
puts into her music each week. Please visit with others in Fellowship Hall before or after the ser-
vice.  One more thing-it has been an established practice at St. Paulôs that we refrain from eating 
and drinking in the sanctuary (Water is okay!)  Thank you. 

 

 



 September 2017 

New England Women of the ELCA invite you to attend our 

REFORMATION CELEBRATION 
 

Date:   Saturday, October 14, 2017 

Time: 9:30 - 2:00 PM 

Place: Christ the King ELCA 

  600 Central St, Holliston, MA 01746 

 

FEATURED GUEST IS òKATIE LUTHERó 
 

9-9:45   Registration - $20.00* includes lunch 

   ($16.00 pre-register by September 10th) 

9:30   Prayer and Praise 

10:00 Social mix and Greetings 

10:30 Exploring Trafficking in New England 

11:15  Katie Luther tells allé.. 

12:15  Lunch and Silent Auction 

1:00   Worship (Prs. Amanda Warner and Mark Peterson) 

   50% of the offering will go to Project REACH                          
    to fight trafficking   

  *Checks payable to: NE Women of the ELCA 

All Ages are WELCOME to attend this ecumenical day retreat 

REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE WHITE BOARD 
IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
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ST. PAULôS BOOK CLUB  

 

We will meet for the start of our new reading season on Tuesday, October 
10th at the home of Carol Bruce.  We will be discussing the book, And 
After the Fire by Lauren Belfer.   It tells the story of two women, one Euro-

pean and one American, as it moves through two hundred years of history,  from the eighteenth 
century through the Holocaust and into today.and the mysterious choral masterpiece by Johann 
Sebastian Bach that will change both their lives.  

MENôS BREAKFAST 

7:30 AM 

SEPEMBER 21, 2017 

Dennyôs Restaurant, Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield 

Join with the men of our congregation for food and fellowship 

ITôS TIME TO BEGIN TO PREPARE OUR 2018 BUDGET.  Our Church Council 
will hold its first budget workshop on Thursday, September 7th at 7:00.  Please contact any council 
member with your thoughts and ideas about the process. 

CONGREGATIONAL POT LUCK SUPPER                                                                                   
WITH  OUR FRIENDS AT ZACHARYôS  TABLE AND SALEM CHURCH      

 

   TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH      

5:00 PM 

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE 

 

SIGN-UP SHEET IS IN FELLOWHIP HALL 

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF  

                                                  FELLOWSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP.       

                        

September Epistle is Online! 

Be sure to check out this monthôs edition in color at stpaulswethersfield.org!   I now have a St. 
Paulôs email that I would like to devote to articles for the weekly and Sunday Epistles.  If you have 
an article to be included, please email them to me at:  sagne@stpaulswethersfield.org  I will contin-
ue to check my yahoo email as well.  Thanks so much! 

           Sue Agne 
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St. Paulõs 

2017 

HOLIDAY FAIR 
 Saturday November 18th 

9am ð 2pm 
Planning has already begun for this yearõs fair. New booths and exciting 

new ideas are being planned. Previous fairs have been filled with spirit, 

fellowship & friendship between congregants, fellow Christians, and 

those in our community while raising awareness and support for chari-

ties and furthering ministries here at St. Paulõs. Please keep the date 

open and consider being a part of this yearõs fair. There are many oppor-

tunities to support the fair either prior to, during, or after the fair. The 

next Holiday Fair meeting is scheduled for Sunday September 17th 

@9:00am.  

If you would like more information please see or contact: Wm. Fischer, Jr.  

 

Thank you, 

The Holiday Fair Committee 

TAG SALE ITEMS FOR OUR NOVEMBER FAIR 

Now is the time to begin looking into your closets, attics and cellars for any items 
you want to get rid of or just want to donate to our Fair.  (No furniture, please) 

Please plan to bring these items in after Labor Day to store in the upstairs rooms in  
P.E. Building. 

If you have any questions, please call Winnie Sawrun at 860-529-7588 

Thank you!  


