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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR HUGH 

Pentecost 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the disciples] were all together in one place.  And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and be-
gan to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. (Acts 2:1-4) 

 

On June 4, Christians around the world will celebrate Pentecost. Some see this as the birthday of 
the church, the day when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the original followers of Jesus and, 
through their ministry, became available to all of us.  So, what exactly was Pentecost? 

 

Pentecost is the Greek name given to a Jewish festival that was known in Jesus' day as khagh 
shavuԄoth (Hebrew for "Feast or Festival of Weeks").  The Festival of Weeks was a pilgrimage fes-
tival that took place in Jerusalem to celebrate the end of the grain harvest.  It took place seven 
complete weeks after Passover.  With the day of Passover counted as day one, the Festival of 
Weeks took place on the fiftieth day.  The word, in Greek for fiftieth is pentǛcostǛ, from which we 
get our "Pentecost."  
 
By the time of Jesus, Pentecost was associated also with the giving of the Law, or Torah, to Moses 
on Mount Sinai.  Like other Jewish festivals, Pentecost provided an opportunity to connect the 
Jewish people to God's "salvation history."  Passover (when God spared the Israelites from death 
by "passing over" all houses marked by the blood of a lamb) was celebrated in the middle of the 
first month (the "spring" month).  Seven weeks later, after crossing the Red Sea and having arrived 
at Mount Sinai, the Israelites entered into a covenant with God by the receiving of the Law, thus 
becoming God's own people. By Jesus' time, it was believed that angels took the message that God 
spoke to Moses on the top of the mountain and brought it to the people below in the form of 
tongues of fire.  So, when a "mighty wind" filled the whole house where the disciples were gath-
ered, and "tongues, as of fire," resting on each, God was once more empowering a people to be 
God's own. 
 
Pentecost is, therefore, a celebration of God breathing new life and new purpose into us all.  
Through Jesus' death and resurrection (guaranteeing our own exodus from slavery to freedom), 
God has established a new relationship with all people of every place and time.  And in the same 
way that the Holy Spirit empowered these fear-filled followers of Jesus to become bold proclaim-
ers of his love, so too that same Spirit empowers us.  Like a mighty wind that fills the sails of a tall 
ship, propelling it on its venture, the Pentecost Spirit fills us with hope and renewal, outfitting us 
for an adventure of a life time: following Jesus wherever he may lead. 
 

Pastor Hugh Haffenreffer 
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HAVE A SECOND?  READ THE HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 
COUNCIL MINUTES! 

Highlights from the April 25, 2017 Council Meeting: 

 

¶ St. Paulôs mortgage has been refinanced for a savings of $18,000 over the next 7 
years.  Budget will need to pay out $83 more per month plus a refinancing fee of 
$1200.  Principal balance is $123,000. 

¶ There will be a general clean-up of the PE Building on June 3rd from 9-12:00, 
then a lunch break followed by continued clean-up. 

¶ We are investigating solar power panels. 

¶ We will use an Off The Wall Challenge Board for the month of May for desig-
nated donations.  Another idea presented was a large jar for spare change.  We 
will move ahead with both ideas. 

¶ There was a brief discussion about the idea of video monitors in the sanctuary. 

¶ Synod Assembly is June 9th and 10th-Mary Ann Mead has volunteered to attend. 

¶ Kim Parsons will attend the National Youth  Assembly. 

¶ Pastor reported on the Confirmation Classð5 more classes through May.  How 
best to prepare for Confirmation Sunday in the fall-Perhaps a service project. 

¶ 75th Celebration of St. PaulôsðA committee will be formed. 

¶ We will celebrate the two year anniversary of Zacharyôs Table in May. 

¶ Summer coverage for Missy is needed for 3 of her 5 vacation Sundays.  Perhaps 
money from the Off the Wall Challenge could be used. 

¶ Ongoing discussion for the inclusion of the LGBTQ community-Erica and Patty 
are taking the lead on this. 

¶ Concert for St. Paulôs will be on May 21st at 3:00 PM with the Ebin Rose Trio 
and talent from the congregation. 
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JUNE ALTAR FLOWERS AND ETERNAL CANDLE  

 

JUNE 4TH :      Given by the DeBlois family to the Glory of God  

 and in celebration of Ericaõs 21st birthday 

JUNE 11TH:   Available for donations  

JUNE 18TH:   Available for donations  

JUNE 25TH:   Given by Dick and Sue Agne to the Glory of God and 

                   in celebration of their 44th wedding anniversary  

  

 

ETERNAL CANDLE:  Available for donation  

JUNE GOSPEL READINGS  

 

JUNE 4th:  

 John 20:19 -23  

JUNE 11th:  

 Matthew 28: 16 -20  

JUNE 18TH:  

 Matthew 9:35 ñ10:8 -23    

JUNE 25TH:   

 Matthew 10:24 -39  

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 

Beginning June 5th, Karen will be working in the church office                                           
on her summer schedule: 

 

    Tuesdays       8:00 ð 2:00 

    Wednesdays    8:00 ð 2:00 

    Thursdays   8:00ð12:00 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAULôS SUMMER      
SCHEDULE WILL BEGIN          

ON JUNE 4TH.   

WE WILL HAVE ONE SERVICE 
EACH SUNDAY                            
AT 9:00 AM. 
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A VERY BIG THANKS TO ALL OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

 

Our Sunday School classes are on summer break.  From September to June we 
have a very dedicated group of teachers who serve our Sunday School children.  
Special thanks go to teachers Heather Christiansen, Jen Farley, Kim Parsons, 
and Julie Perry.  We also want to thank Missy Cheyney for being our youth 
teacher of music to our children. 

 

 

CATHY EVANS IS STEPPING 
DOWN AS SUNDAY SCHOOL    

SUPERINTENDENT 

 

When Cathy, Kurt, Haley and Elizabeth re-
turned from Michigan back to the east coast 
and to St. Paulôs, Cathy stepped up to lead our 
Sunday School.  Cathy has worked to organ-
ize many programs and has introduced us to a 
wide variety of fund raising events that have 
supported our youth activities. Cathy, we give 
you heartfelt thanks for your many years of 
dedication to the children of St. Paulôs. 

WE WELCOME JEN BALDONI 
AS OUR NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL             

SUPERINTENDENT 

 

Jen Baldoni has agreed to lead our Sunday 
School beginning in September.  We look 
forward to her leadership and her work with 
our Sunday School teachers and congrega-
tion as we teach our children and youth 
about the love that Jesus has for them and 
how they can share that love in their daily 
lives. 

WE INVITE YOU TO BECOME A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER                    
IN THE FALL! 
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Vacation Bible Camp 
Music, Games, Bible Adventures and More! 

 

Monday-Thursday * June 26 ð June 29 
5:30 p.m. Dinner 

6:00 ð 8:00 p.m. Camp 
Open to ages 4 thru completed 5th Grade 

$25/child - $40/family 
Bring a Friend! 

 

 

  

Registration deadline is Sunday, June 4th.  St. Paulõs Lutheran 
Church, 371 Wolcott Hill Road, Call (860) 529-5397 for more 
information. 

Donõt miss the fun!  Completed 6th grade thru adult are  
invited to be volunteers!  

 

REGISTER NOW!! 
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CHURCH CHAPTERS 

           

St. Paulôs Book Club is on our summer break!  We will meet again in         
October to start our new reading season.  The first book will be And After the 
Fire by Lauren Belfer.  The story follows an unpublished cantata by the 
great Johann Sebastian Bach based on a writing of Martin Luther. The jour-

ney starts in the 1780s when Sara receives the cantata as a young woman, and it continues through 
her rise in society, her subsequent marriage, and her confidential gift of the manuscript to her be-
loved niece's daughter, Fanny (sister to Felix Mendelssohn). The story intertwines real-life figures 
and events from the past with a contemporary modern day story. 

HAPPY READING! 

MENôS BREAKFAST 

JUNE  15THð7:30 AM 

Dennyôs Restaurant, Wethersfield 

ZACHARYôS TABLE 

JUNE 20TH 

5:00 PM 

 

Thanks to Deb Howe and Mary Ann 
Mead for representing St. Paulôs along 
with Pastor at the Synod Assembly on 
June 9th and 10th.  We look forward to 
hearing about their experiences at this 
gathering.  

ITEMS NEEDED FOR OUR                
FOOD PANTRY 

A message from Dave Bayek: 

The Food Pantry is in need of coffee and tuna fish.   

Thank you!! 
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OUR CHOIR IS TAKING A WELL EARNED SUMMER REST 

 

St. Paulôs Choir fills the church each Sunday morning at the 10:30 service 
with the word of God in the anthems they share with us and the hymns they 
sing with the congregation.  We thank them all for sharing their talents with 
us every week. 

 

Missy Cheyney, Our Minister of Music 

Judy Gerken 
Linda Mucke 
Joan Kratzer 
Michelle Byrd 
Marina Perry 

Melissa and Rob Pelletier 
Brenda DeBlois  
Linda Nadeau 
Rick Seip 
Bill Fischer Jr. 
Bob Bowman 
Pastor Hugh 
Celia Cheyney 

Beth Ann and Fred Vogt   
Jerry Vaillencourt  
Kathy Coyle 
Joanna Hansen 
Jeannette Serafine  
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 ST. PAULôS ñOFF THE WALLò CHALLENGE 

Thanks to everyone who took an envelope off the wall and returned it with a monetary dona-
tion during the month of May!  St. Paulôs received approximately $450 to support the minis-
tries here at church. 

     Watch for the Summer  

                Off the Wall Challenge     

           Coming Soon!! 

            
      

 

A NOTE FROM EMILY 
 
  Dear Friends at St. Paul's. 
 
        Just a quick note to tell you how happy I was to see so many of 
you when I was at the service in April. And then to say I am sorry I 
missed so many. 
         You all have meant so much to me and my family and continue 
to do so. I was so excited as I was getting ready for church knowing I 
would be able to give and receive so many hugs! The friends at Christ 
Lutheran are still getting used to me asking if I can hug them. 
         It is such a joy for me when I read about all the wonderful things 
going on at St. Paul's. You have a vibrant and Christ-centered vision 

of your presence in Wethersfield and I just love hearing about all of it. 
         You are in my prayers always and thank each and every one of you for your part in making 
me someone who knows that God is good and present always. 
           Have a wonderful, restful, safe summer and thank you as you continue to "pray for peace". 
 
Your partner from "down south" in praising and thanking Our Father Which Art in Heaven.  
 
Emily Lourigan 
3204 Hilltop Rd. Apt.224  
Whiting, NJ.08759 
 


