
EASTER IS MORE THAN A D AY,
I T IS A WAY O F L I F E !

Each Easter morning, during worship, Christians
around the world exchange that familiar greeting,
ÒThe Lord is risen!Ó  ÒHe is risen indeed! A l l e l u i a ! Ó
This was the way the early
Christians greeted one another.
That which gave them hope, that
shaped their lives, was their trust
in the promise that the Lord i s
risenÑa continuously present-
tense reality.

It seem to me that, for many
of us, this ancient greeting has
lost its abil ity to surpriseÑit s
shock value.  Certainly when it
was  first heard it challenged the
very notion that JesusÕd i s c i p l e s
had of li fe and death. The con-
crete reali ty of deathÑ that is the
death of their MasterÑ was shat-
tered by a reality that knew no
limitÑ his resurrection.  

The picture here, entit led
ÒThe Resurrection of Christ,Ó is
by Pieter Pauwel Rubens (born
1577, died 1640).  Rubens paint-
ed this as a part of a triptych, a
three paneled work, in 1611 .
( I n t e r e s t i n g l y, this is the same year that the King
James Bible was first printed.) Displayed here is the
center panel.

When I first saw this painting I was struck by the
contrast between the powerfully radiant risen Lord
e m e rging from his tomb and the cowering soldiers
who had been given the task of guarding the tomb.
Jesus is glowing with a supernatural light while the
soldiers are in relative darkness.  How true.

When we hear those words, ÒThe Lord is risen,Ó
do still challenge our reality of life and death?   A r e

we set aglow by what they promise?  Do they shape
who we are and how we live our lives?  You see,
Easter is more than one Sunday a year where we
finally get to sing joyful songs and wear spring like
outfi ts.  Easter is a way of life.  The resurrection is not

some historic oddity locked away
in an impenetrable past.  It is an
eternal presentÑ both time-wise
and gift- wise.  And we can
respond to its reality by recoiling
from it, by being indifferent to it,
or by whole-heartedly embracing
it.  It is in the embrace that we are
changed. 

Two years ago the name,
Ashley Smith, was famil iar to
most of us.  To refresh our mem-
o r y, she is the woman who was
taken hostage by Brian Nichols
early in the morning on March
12, 2005  Nichols was wanted by
the police for a shooting spree in
an Atlanta courthouse that had
left four dead.

Prior to meeting Nichols,
Ashley Smith had known hard
times and personal tragedy,
including holding her husband in
her arms as he bled to death from

knife wounds.  But she had also known the Risen Lord.
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H O LY WEEK AND EASTER OFFERINGS!

April  1: Palm Sunday!
T h u r s d a y, April 5, 7PM, Maundy T h u r s d a y S e r v i c e
F r i d a y, April  6, 7PM, Good Frid ay Te n e b r a e
S a t u r d a y, April 7, 11AM, E a s t e r Egg Hunt
S u n d a y, April 8, E A S T E R s e r v i c e s !

continued on next page
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And it was her new-found faith that quite literally saved
h e r.  It gave her the strength and v i s i o n to see Nichols
not as a God-forsaken animal, someone who was
already dead, but to see him as a brother in  Christ,
loved by God, who still had a purpose to his life.  She
saw what he couldnÕt.  Wo w !

I imagine A s h l e y, upon hearing those words, ÒThe
Lord is risen,Ó  saying, ÒI know!  HeÕs risen, in m e! Ó
A s h l e y, too, was glowing.  A l l e l u i a .

Pastor Haffenre f f e r

EASTER AND HOLY WEEK SERVICES

After 40 days of journey (plus 6 Sundays), we
will have completed Lent and will arrive at Easter.
In order to make Easter the kind of uplifting and life
changing celebration it ought to be, we are urging
people to attend as many of the Holy Week services
as possible.  

Beginning with Palm (or Passion) Sunday, A p r i l
1, we wil l explore the contrast between the shouts of
Hosanna! at the start of the service and Crucify Him!
at the end.   

On Thursday and Friday, April 5 and 6, both at
7pm, we will remember Maundy (Commandment)
Thursday and Good Friday.  Each of these services
together make a whole.  We urge you to attend both.
On Maundy Thursday we will focus on the Last
Supper of our Lord and his command that we are to
ÒLove one antherÓ as he loved us.  

On Good Friday we will remember the Passion
of the Christ through a Tenebrae service. 

EASTER SUNDAY will be April 8.  Come and
experience the implications of those words ÒThe
Lord is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!Ó  We
will explore together how words that have grown so
familiar to us can sparkle with new and relevant
meaning.   Please join us.

Pastor Haffenreffer

WANTED: VOTING MEMBERS OF THE 
2005 NEW ENGLAND SYNOD ASSEMBLY

The 2007 New England Synod Assembly will be
held from Thursday, June 7 to Saturday, June 9.

This year it will take place in Worcester, at the DCU
Center.

St. PaulÕs is looking for 1 lay woman and 1 lay
man to attend along with Pastor Haffenreffer

All expenses for the Assembly, including the
Assembly fee, housing, and meals, will be covered
by St. PaulÕs.

If you would like to attend, would like more infor-
mation, or know someone who would make a good
Ò v o t e r,Ó please contact Pastor Hugh or the Council
President, Brian Beckwith, as soon as possible.

SETTING TEN IS COMING!

Yes, you heard it right.  Starting with Easter
Sunday, the people of St. PaulÕs will be using a new
setting, setting 10, from our Evangelical Lutheran
WorshipÑ the new red hymnal.

Now for the good news: all the melodies are
from familiar hymns!  It will be so much fun to sing
a musically rich and easy to follow service. 

And another bit of good news.  Like our ÒNow
the Feast and CelebrationÓ service, everything will
be printed in a separate booklet!  No hunting around
for the confession or the creed.  (You will need to
look for the hymns and psalm, though.)

We hope everyone will enjoy this Easter treat!
The Worship and Music Team

PASTOR HAFFENREFFER TO SING
WITH THE HARTFORD CHORALE AND
HARTFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

For those who are looking for a wonderful way
to spend a Friday or Saturday evening in May, Pastor
Hugh will be singing in the chorus of the Hartford
Chorale as they join with the Hartford Symphony in
Carl OrffÕs, ÒCarmina Burana..Ó  The concerts will
take place at Mortensen Hall (at the Bushnell) on
May 5 and 6 at 8PM.  

For more information about purchasing tickets,
please talk with Pastor Hugh. If you purchase tickets
directly through Pastor Hugh, you can either receive
a 10% discount, or donate 10% of the purchase price
to the Hartford Chorale.  Either way, this concert
promises to be a spectacular event!



St. PaulÕs Lutheran Church will be hosting Life Line Screening on May 31, 2007.  
Life Line Screening will offer four screenings using Doppler Color Flow Ultrasound:

1. Carotid Arter y Screening-looks for plaque buildup in the arteries, which can lead to stroke.  
(Up to 75% of all strokes are linked to carotid artery blockage);.  

2. Abdominal Aor tic Aneurysm (AAA) test -checks for an aneurysm (enlargement) in the abdominal
aorta leading to a ruptured aortic artery.  The majority of people who have an AAA have no symptoms,
and the mortality rate for a ruptured AAAis 80-94%;

3. An Ankle Brachial Index (ABI) - screens for Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) in the lower extremi -
ties..  Peripheral Arterial Disease is a strong indicator of heart disease.

4. Bone Density screening tests both men and women for the early detection of osteoporosis.

You must pre-registerby calling 1-800-324-1851. These screenings are completely painless, non-inva-
sive, and each test requires ten minutes or less to complete.  

The cost is $35-$45 each or all four for $129.00.

***************************************************************************************
Twins !!! William Maxwell Holbrook and

Alexander Walter Holbrook
arrived March 8, 2007 (6 weeks early)

born to Bill &  Debbie Holbrook (Bill is the son of Deb & George Howe)
Prayers are appreciated.   Thank you,    Deb

***************************************************************************************
May Sneaker Collection Dr ive
Along with the Nature Center of Wethersfield, weÕll participate in the CT
Recyclers CoalitionÕs annual effort to reduce the number of sneakers headed for
area landfills by reusing them in safe athletic and playground surfaces.  Our col-
lection box/bin will be in the coatroom.  WeÕd like sneakers of all shapes, size
and colorÑ just not wet ones.

Please help us!!
***************************************************************************************

Thank you
Char lie Bengtson for putting the ÒbarÓ  (the grab bar, that is!!) in the
Ladies Room and to Betty Lamo for donating it.  

for donating soaps &  lotions for the homeless.  The wicker basket
remains in the coatroom. The recipients appreciate your kindness.

Ar t Bruce for fixing the kitchen cabinet door in the P. E. Bldg. and for
all of the other things you do around here.



Our Jr. & SR. High Youth have been keeping busy the last 2 months with some fun and rewarding experi-
ences . . . . . . . . .

Ski trip: Great times were had at the BierbaumÕs condo in New Hampshire Feb. 16-18th. Under the supervi-
sion of Mark & Maggie B. and Doris B, 5 of our youth and 1 friend, experienced snowboarding for the first
time. After a one hour lesson at the bottom of the ÒBunny slopeÓ, all braved the hill and had a great time!
Snowtubing was also fun. There were some moans and groans about being sore though ! 

* *Thanks to Mark, Maggie & Mick for their hospitality and a great weekend. **

From: Kyla A., Steph and Doris B., Amanda and Jay V. and friend, Evan S. !

Special Olympics : Our Senior High crew continues to show their passion for helping othersÑ On March
3rd,  8 of our confirmed youth members & 2 friends, were volunteers for the CT. Special Olympics Speed
Skating Competitions at the International Skating Rink in Simbury. All who volunteered had a rewarding
experience. Thanks to Josh V. and Doris B. for the transportation. 

Participants were: Kyla A., Steph B., Jen B., Kristina H., Rebecca M., Kim R., Josh V., Amanda V., Stef O., Becky F.,
and Doris B.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ÒRebuilding TogetherÓ     April 28 (Saturday)
Sr. High kids 9-12 and adults

There is still time to sign upÑ sheet is on the Youth bulletin board

Youth News



Our Allen organ celebrates its 20th Anniversary on Easter Sunday. The Worship and Music
Committee thought you might like to read, and in many cases reread, the story of its installation
written by Pastor Fred Marcoux in 1987. You are guaranteed many laughs as he brings togeth -
er the story of preparing "the pit" for the organ's arrival. Many fingers and feet have since
played on its keys and pedals, creating beautiful music for our Lord and for our ears.

This story is taken from St. Paul's May 1987 Newsletter

THE STORY OF THE "PIT"
By Pastor Fred Marcoux

Saturday, 8:30 a.m.
I walk into the church, and several people are already here to do the preparatory work for the
new organ. Surprise: the left side of the altar looks like a war zone. There is a gaping wound in
the floor, which we now call "the pit." It is an appropriate word, too, because I have a sudden
queasy feeling in the "pit" of my stomach as I remember that I have to perform a wedding at
4:30 this afternoon.

8:45 a.m.
I decide to get into the act, but I haven't the slightest idea what to do. Just as I turn around, I see
Genny Klatt. "Pastor, don't you have a wedding at 4:30 today?" Suddenly I get that feeling in
the "pit" of my stomach.

9:00 a.m.
Things are moving along. Tim Malinguaggio and Russ Bengtson have gotten much of the cable
to the speaker chambers installed. Art Hube, Carl Kjellberg, Phil Baumgartel, and Russ
Bengtson, Jr. are staring into "the pit." One of them says: "Hmmm, this could be a problem."
There goes my stomach again. Ted Arnold arrives with a drill and toolbox; he looks very offi -
cial.

10:30 a.m.
The angel of mercy arrives who looks a lot like Mary Baumgartel. She has a cooler filled with
cold soda. There are mounds of sawdust on the floor and lots of old boards lying around.

11:00 a.m.
Lil Arnold arrives, looks at the altar and laughs. "Pastor, don't you have a wedding at 4:30?" she
asks. I really wish I had some Pepto Bismol right about now.

The cables which run to the balcony are being run through the crawl space under the church
floor. I need to ask Tim a question, and I find him half submerged in one of the openings to the
crawl space. Connected to his glasses are two small lights that look real professionalÉ kind of
like something from Star Wars.



12:00 noon
The Agne family is having a McDonalds lunch outside. I ask them if they have seen the inside
of the church. They solemnly shake their heads in the affirmative. Dick has to prepare the
church for the wedding at 4:30. His level of confidence seems a bit low.

1:00 p.m.
I know that things are getting done .... but it really doesn't look that way. Sallyann Wolf arrives.
She asks: "Did I hear that you have a wedding at 4:30?" She says she will say a few prayers for
us. I beg her to say lots of them. Phil and Ted start cutting through the wallÉ it is made of
metal lathing and hard plasterÉ and, almost immediately, the saw blade is toothless. Jennie
Dotts arrives, she looks around, she is speechless!!!

2:00 p.m.
I'm really getting nervous. Russ, Jr. tells Art and Carl that wouldn't it be fun to work through
the night and just stay for the 8:00 a.m. service. Barbara and Christine Kjellberg arrive with
sandwiches and more soda. Barbara says, "There is a wedding today?" Rather than give in to
my stomach, I decide to grab the vacuum. After about 15 minutes, the vacuum cleaner starts to
make strange wheezing sounds. I think it has eaten so much dust that it has indigestion.

3:00 p.m.
Surprise! All the tools are gone, the dust is gone and "the pit" looks very neat. Art Hube sug-
gests that we could fill it with water and use it for a baptismal area.

It is now Monday morning as I finish this story of "the pit." The wedding on Saturday at 4:30
was beautiful and Palm Sunday worship services were not at all bothered by the presence of
"the pit."

I feel that the biblical words, Òoh, ye, of little faith" are somehow directed at me. But what can
one expect from someone whose knowledge of electricity is limited to changing light bulbs, and
what do I know about carpentry other than the fact that lumber comes from trees.

Sooo - to everyone who brought their knowledge and talents here on Saturday, April 11 - many,
many thanks!!! Every time I look at "the pit" I will have some great memories.

Note - Our previous Conn electric organ had been up in the balcony, which also served as our
choir loft. The present Allen organ made it to the front of "the pit" for Palm Sunday, and was in
place in "the pit" for Easter Sunday services. Phyllis Carella was organist. 



DARFUR CRISES

Darfur is a Province in western Sudan which is located in the northeastern part of Africa.  At
least 400,000 people have been killed in Darfur during the past four years.  In addition, 2.5 mil-
lion people have been displaced from their homes.  Some of the displaced have gone to refugee
camps and others have fled to nearby Chad.  The Sudanese armed forces and government
backed militia known as ÒJanjaweedÓ are responsible for the mass slaughter. These murders are
continuing in spite of efforts by the United Nations.

International experts agree that the United Nations Security Council must deploy a peace keep-
ing force to protect these civilians immediately.  Please write or e-mail your U. S. Senators and
Representatives and urge them to put pressure on the United Nations to stop this genocide.  Go
to www.savedarfur.org for more information.

Don Krug
Outreach Committee

*****************************************************************************
HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN APRIL
1 Pam Speno 13 Amy Leibenguth
2 Jennifer Lohmann Tracy Newmark
6 Barbara Bonds 18 Art Bruce
7 Ken Schultz 19 Jim French
8 Kathie Daly 21 Melissa Cheyney
9 Judy Gerken Christine Intravia
10 Robert Durkin 22 Chris Anderson
11 Tim Malinguaggio 23 Marge Gentino
12 Lillian Doerschler 30 Mary Baumgartel
*****************************************************************************
ItÕs a gir l !!

Sarah Ruzicka      born Feb. 27, 2007
8 lbs. 2 1/2 oz., 

Parents:  Michele and A. J. Ruzicka
Grandparents:  Emily and Les Lourigan

P.S. Les and Emily especially want to thank everyone for their prayers for Sarah.
*****************************************************************************

Lillian Doerschler has put together an album of
Confirmation Class photographs for the first 50 yrs.
of St. PaulÕs (1943-1992). The names have all been
retyped and match the pictures.  It is in a compact
loose-leaf book in the office.  Please ask to see it.
Thank you, Lillian, for caring and taking the time to
do this. 





S T. PA U LÕS MEMBERS IN SERVICE  FOR A P R I L
A C O LY T E S:  Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094
Apr 1 -Amanda Piscitello

5 -
6 - Kyla A n d e r s o n
8 - Erica DeBlois, 8AM, Gretchen Schultz 10:30AM

1 5 - Jay Vi o l a
2 2 - Roxanne DeBlois        
2 9 - Jamie Piscitello

A LTAR GUILD: Linda Anderson,  Coordinator, 659-4094 
Apr 1 - Patty Bengtson, Bernice Noeker
5 & 6 - Ann French, Winnie Sawrun 

8 - Linda Anderson, Christine Intravia, Carol Farley, Debbie Howe
1 5 - Jennie Dotts, Betty Lamo
2 2 - Judy Lundin, Mary Procyk
2 9 - Ann Baledes, Elaine Strecker

ASSISTING MINI STERS: Kathy Coyle, Coordinator, 529-5983 
Apr 1 - Mike Coyle 8AM, Mary Procyk 10:30AM

5 - Emily Lourigan 7PM
8 - Kathie Daly 8AM, Patty Bengtson 10:30AM

15 - Art Bruce 8AM, Jim Newmark 10:30AM
22 - Kathy Coyle 8AM, Patty Bengtson 10:30AM
2 9 - Mark Bierbaum 8AM, Jerry Vaillancourt 10:30AM   

COMMUN ION A S S I S TA N T S : Sue Agne, Coordinator, 563-0776
Apr 1 - Joan Kratzer

5 - Sue A g n e
8 - Art Bruce 8AM, Carole Hughes 10:30AM

1 5 - Judy Gerken  
2 2 - Kathie Daly
2 9 - Patty Bengtson

EUCHARI STIC MI NISTERS: Kathy Coyle, Coordinator, 529-5983
Month of A p r i l : Carol Bruce

F E L L O W S H I P HOUR HOSTS: Winnie Sawrun, Coordinator, 529-7588
Apr 1 - Joanna & All en Piscitello

8 - Easter Breakfast Our old LBW h y m n a l s
1 5 - Cindy & Rick Seip will  be removed from the
2 2 - Ann Baledes & Lois Wo y Fellowship Hall after Easter.
2 9 - Pam & Jody DiNatalie      If you would like one and

F I N A N C E : Mary Procyk, Coordinator, 257-4793 h a v e n Õt taken it yet,
Apr 1 - Russ Correll please do so.

8 - G e o rge Howe
1 5 - Art Bruce 
2 2 - Mike Coyle
2 9 - Mary Procyk

L E C TO R S : Li ll ian Doerschler, Coordinator, 529-1939
Apr 1 - Sue Agne, Narrator Palm Sunday -Passion according to Luke

5 - Li ll ian Doerschler
6 - Emily Lourigan
8 - Vicki Anderson 8AM, Joan Kratzer 10:30AM

1 5 - Jim Newmark
2 2 - Carol Bruce
2 9 - Sallyann Wo l f

N U R S E RY: Ann French, Coordinator, 529-3245
Apr  1 - Grace Durkin, Angela  & A s h l e y

8 - Easter SundayÑno  Nursery    
1 5 - Russ Correll and K. Anderson 
2 2 - Heather and Jared Christensen
2 9 - M a rgaret DeBlois and Erica   

U S H E R S : Penrose Wolf, Coordinator, 8:00AM (529-9537)
Louise Lostocco, Coordinator, 10:30AM   (529-3079) 

Month of A p r Brian and Sue Beckwith 8:00AM
Rick & Christine Intravia 10:30AM

Palm Sunday: April 1
Maundy Thurs.: 7PM, April 5
Good Friday: 7PM, April 6
Easter Sunday: 8 & 10:30, April 8
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Sa in t  
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SAINTPAULÕS EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 Wolcott Hill Road
Wethersfield, CT 06109
www.stpaulswethersfield.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CHURCH SCHEDULE
¥ Worship: . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.  
¥ Sunday Church School: . . . . . . 9:00 a.m.  
¥ Adult Study Class: . . . . . . . . . . 9:15 a.m.  

OFFICERSAND STAFF
Rev.  Hugh R.  B.  Haffenreffer, Pastor.....................Office: (860) 529-5397

Cell Phone: (860) 966-7360
pastorh@stpaulswethersfield.org

Council President ...................................................................Brian Beckwith
Treasurer..................................................................................Russell Correll
Financial SectÕy..........................................................................Mary Procyk
Minister of Music................................................................Melissa Cheyney
Superintendent of Sunday Church School.................................Alice Ruppar
Office Secretary ................................................................Marianne Doolittle

Epistle

Time Sensitive Material
Please do not delay delivery

REMINDERS:
Apr il 1 Palm Sunday

8 Easter Sunday
Holy Communion, 8 &  10:30AM with Choir
Easter Breakfast, 8:45-10AM


